[The early phase of development of myocardial infarction in diabetics].
The authors evaluated retrospectively the course of the early stage of symptomatic myocardial infarction (IM) with regard to the incidence and character of infarction pain and the clinical course of IM during hospitalization at the coronary unit (CU) in a group of diabetic patients (D, n = 67) and a group of non-diabetic controls (ND, n = 63). In the group D there was a higher incidence of painless IM (D 7.5%, ND 0%, p less than 0.05). The interval between the development of the first symptoms of IM and admission to the CU was significantly longer in diabetics (D 20 +/- 35 hours, ND 9 +/- 16 hours, p less than 0.05). IM in diabetics was more frequently complicated by left-sided cardiac failure (D 48%, ND 27%, p less than 0.05). As to other investigated complications the two groups did not differ significantly. Nor did they differ in the mortality during hospitalization at the CU.